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States are of that species which is called good sort of men ; and, indeed, if I might judge from Vanderhoot's countenance, he, also, is rather distinguishable for bonhomie than for talents. Those who are called the Tiers 6tat are representatives rather of the sovereign than of the people, from the manner in which the elections are made ; and as the nobles are hereditary, and the clergy are more properly a profession than a political order, it must be confessed that such an assemblage (originally possessed by their constitution of a share of the legislative authority, and now by their own assumption possessed of the remainder, and of the whole executive authority) does not seem likely to render the condition of the people very agreeable should this form of government be finally established. But I cannot but think it more prudent to secure the country first against the late sovereign, and afterwards, when the revolution is completed, put their internal affairs in order.
" The English nation seems to be more agreeable to the inhabitants of this country than either the Dutch or French. I do not exactly see the reason of this, nor do I recollect anything in their history which should have given rise to this preference. The shutting up of the Scheldt seems naturally enough to account for a rooted dislike of the Dutch, and perhaps they are too near neighbors for the French to be very much attached to them, for among nations as with individuals near neighbors are seldom good friends."
"After dining to-day [February 28th] with M. de Wolf we behold the procession of M. Vanderhoot, who is about to depart, and who is escorted from the city with as much pomp as was yesterday displayed to receive him. Later in the evening M. Dubois takes me to his brother's to sup. After supper the conversation is accidentally turned, to religion, and a gentleman present observes that in allpart forossess this country, by whichourney to Holland, get a passport and maps, bid Madame
